Below is page 2 from a GSUSA document titled Girl Scouts Beyond Bars that states “Regarding sexual
orientation, Girl Scouts of the USA holds fast to a commitment to embrace diversity” and further states
that their nondiscrimination policy regarding sexual orientation must be “honored by every person
working in the Girl Scout movement.” The relevant text has been highlighted in yellow to help you see it
easily. The document can be accessed online here.

ncluda any iIndformation that disectly or iIndisecty idan-
tifies the ndvidual or iIndsdsduaks you are dasoribing.

SEX, SEXUALITY

AND SEXUAL ORIENTATION

Girs are cunows creatures and one of the topics thay
are most curtious about, especially fom puberty
theough their teen years, s sex. Ower the past fow
daocades, gifs hawe become Inmeasingly mom opan
about sex and s relsted ues, so don't be cught off
guard by related side disoussions or questions from
thern. What you might be seprised by & the broad
continuum af how much and how Iittlke they know. Gids
as young as 11 may have sleady engaged In sanus
Itenourse, yet they obvioushy bring an expected (but
frightening] naketd to wech encounters. On the ona
hand they now abowt sex, but on the ather thay pos-
sex [ittle or no knowledge of saxuslly transmitted dis-
gasas, pregnancy fss, or the emotonal mplications
of physicl Intimacy at such & young age. This s oftan
true of cidar girs as well.

Crsrussing sex with girfs, espedally when thay e nat
your children, can be damting. If you dedde to
address this topic formally, fist sk parental pemis-
sion. Ao, engage the mothess in the planning of tha
sesmion, including spedfic ssues they'd Bke o saa
addressed. If you feel uncomiorable faciitating a ses-
sion about issues releted o sax, bring In 3 consultant
or a st=ff mamber from a hospital or health e dinic

Anssering girs’ questions about sex, outside of 2 formal
worishop or presentsiion, requines three: things: honesty,
tact, and the confidenoa o sy, | don't know,” Hindead
you e unsure sbout something. B you feel uncomiort-
abke msponding, you might sy, “Hawe you spoken 1o
your mother about this Issue? She would peobabiy want
to knowr thiat you hawve questions ik this on your mind.”
I mking to her mother & not an option for e, nefier bar
to anothar relizble sourne for an answer.

Regarding seowal onentation, Gid Scouts of the USA
hoids fz=t 0 2 commitmeant 1o emibeoe dversty and
has in place a policy that peohibits discriminatory
treatmant of amy kind, indiuding an the basis of one's
sexual onentation. This policy, which applics bo iIntar-
actions with adults and gils, must be honored by

avery parson working I the Gl Scout movemsant.
Keep In mind that it s not appropiate o ask ar
assume what a giel's sexual orentztion k.

PARENT INFRACTIOMNS

Usually, parental perticipation in G588 Is an Incentie
for consistent good behawior on thelr part, since &
breach of prison rules could disqualfy 2 mother from
continued particpation inthe program. Unfortunataky,
thare may be times when a mother compromises har
good skanding and winds up incligible to recatve one:
or more wisits from har daughter. In some cases,
dapending on the Infrection, & mothser could be per-
manentiy banned from particpating in G5EE.

The mpact of sudh an ocourrence on a girl In GSEE
could be devasiating, and it becomes an sue not
anly for the mather and daughtes, but alko for GSEE
staff a= well. What are some ways to deal with 17

WRLEM A MoTHER IS BAMMED FRoM
PARTICEP ATIG W GSEE

Exmember that yoer accoemtability is to the
girl, mot ber mother. ‘While pou may b jest
as disxppoimted 25 the ginl, it is not yoar
responsibility 1o cznsere her mother. Fooss
yoar energies on beiping the girl understand
and manage her feelings abowt what hes
bappened. She may be hurt, angry, or
embarrassed, or feel rejected. Beassure her
that her mother's acions are mot her fault.

Encourage her to talk toyou or someone
eise about bover she is freling. Seek out the
axpertise of prison or school counsalors or
cazper orkers. They may be able o offer
helpfel dinical sersices.

Do mot negotiate om behalf of the mother,
but zsk whem or if the mother will

be able to continue her participation in
G5EE, and let ber daughter kmow.



http://www.girlscouts.org/program/program_opportunities/community/pdf/appendix_special_issues.pdf

